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Unequal Punishment for Same Offense. — Appellant in City of Wich- 
ita v. Murphy, 99 Pacific Reporter, 272, alleged that the ordinance 
under which he had been imprisoned for violating a liquor law was 
void, as it provided unequal punishment for the same offense. He 
urged that a dissimilarity in the condition of jails would as effectively 
destroy the uniform operation of law as an express difference in 
punishment. Some jails may be reasonably comfortable, while others 
are so exposed to the weather as to imperil the lives of the inmates. 
The logic of this argument seems to go to the extent that incarcer- 
ation in a clean, comfortable city jail would be less repressive upon 
offenders than in one which might be offensive and unhealthy. The 
Kansas Supreme Court held that it was impossible to make all prisons 
uniform in character or equally comfortable, but the law permits a 
joint keeper to establish his business wherever he may find a jail that 
may seem satisfactory as a prospective residence. 



Arrest on Executive Warrant. — While a county of Colorado was 
in a state of insurrection the president of the Western Federation of 
Miners was arrested on an executive warrant as a precautionary 
measure, and confined two and a half months. Alleging that his im- 
prisonment was without probable cause, and that no complaint had 
been filed against him, and that he was prevented access to the courts, 
plaintiff sought to hold the Governor and various officers of the mili- 
tia personally liable for his imprisonment. He maintained that the ac- 
tion of the Governor was the action of the state, and therefore within 
the fourteenth amendment; but, if that action were unconstitutional, 
the Governor was not protected from personal liability for his inter- 
ference with plaintiff's rights. In Mover v. Peabody, 29 Supreme 
Court Reporter, 235, the United States Supreme Court held that pub- 
lic danger warrants the substitution of executive for judicial process, 
and that so long as such arrests are made in good faith, and in the 
honest belief that they are necessary to impede insurrection, the 
Governor is the final judge, and. cannot be subjected to an action on 
the ground that he had not reasonable ground for his belief. 



Is a Toy Pistol a Weapon? — A dealer in toys sold a child a crude con- 
trivance bearing the inscription "pistol," in the manipulation of which the 
child suffered a wound resulting in tetanus. An action was brought 
against the dealer wherein the statute providing that any person 
knowingly selling or furnishing any minor with a pistol shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor was set forth. The main question was 
whether this mechanism was a pistol or a toy which the trial court 
decided as a matter of law, but the appellate judges frankly admitted 
they could not decide. It seems they were a little gun-shy, but that 
the clerk, having a mind turned to experiment and a penchant for 
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firearms, had embedded a bullet from the contrivance in an oaken 
table in the courtroom, and they had seen the effect and could not say 
that the toy was not a dangerous weapon. In Mathews v. Caldwell, 63 
Southeastern Reporter, 250, the Georgia Court of Appeals, remarking 
that jurors are chosen, not only for uprightness, but also for intelli- 
gence, being able to bring into the box knowledge, of the common 
things of life, decided that they were qualified to look at this mechan- 
ical creation, and to determine whether it was a firearm. 



"Three Weeks" is Indecent and Impure. — Defendant was convicted 
of selling a certain printed book, entitled "Three Weeks," alleged to 
contain obscene, indecent, and impure language manifestly tending 
to the corruption of the morals of youth. The characters in the book 
were involved in what would be termed illicit relations in law, but 
were designated as "love" by the author. In Commonwealth v. Buck- 
ley, 86 Northeastern Reporter, 910, the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts sustained the judgment, concluding that an author who 
raises the curtains of the adulterous bed can find no fault if the jury 
say that not the spiritual but the animal, not the pure but the impure, 
will appear most conspicuously to the general reader. It may be that 
the literary style of the book is such that many a reader finds that 
the most attractive feature, and the thinly veiled allusions to the 
desire for sexual intercourse and to the arts of seduction leading to it 
may be unheeded by him, brut the reading public as a whole will prob- 
ably not so regard it. 



Forcible Entry of Athletic Club by Police. — The eagerness of sev- 
eral, policemen to nip mischief in the bud led them to force their way 
at unexpected intervals, without warrants, into the premises of an 
athletic club. They insisted that conduct of illegal sparring exhi- 
bitions justified their unannounced calls. On one occasion, when no 
such exhibition was occurring, their entrance, and their obnoxious 
and persistent presence, interrupted a business meeting. The New 
York Supreme Court in Fairmount Athletic Club v. Binghom, 113 New 
York Supplement, 905, remarked that police have no right to enter 
private houses or clubs, and their act was one in defiance of law. As 
it would be quite impossible to estimate in an action at law the dam- 
ages to a social club like the plaintiff by reason of its being forced to 
disband because of police oppression, defendants will be enjoined 
from further entrance without a warrant, except when a misdemeanor 
is being committed. 



Retarding of Fire Department by Train of Cars. — The fire depart- 
ment, while hurrying to extinguish a conflagration, was delayed for 
about 30 minutes by a train of cars which had been left standing 



